Joint Commission Announces that Infection Control Will Be a Separate Chapter in the 1994 Accreditation Manual
Infection control practitioners will be glad to learn that a separate chapter on the surveillance, prevention, and control of infection will be included in the 1994 Accreditation Manual for Hospitals. This was announced by the Joint Commission announced in the November/December issue of Fhspectives. The infection control chapter will appear in the manual section titled "Organizational Functions." Other chapters planned for this section include standards addressing leadership, information management, human resources management, environmental management, and performance and improvement.
The original plan for the infection control standards to be included in the "Environmental Management" chapter was widely opposed because surveillance, prevention, and control activities involve critical hospitalwide activities that go beyond the functions of environmental management.
New TB Control Recommendations Call for Four-Drug Regime and HIV Testing of TB patients
Tuberculosis control recommendations were issued in December 1992 jointly by the American Thoracic Society, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and the Infectious Disease Society of America. These recommendations are among the first to call for a four-drug treatment regime for the initial treatment of TB patients. The regime includes an initial course of daily isoniazid (INH), rifampin (RIF), and pyrazinamide (PZA) for 2 months, followed by a continuation phase of INH and RIF for 4 months. Ethambutol (EMB) or streptomycin (SM) is recommended for the initial
